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North Metro Photo News — newsletter of North Metro Photo Club

President’s Corner
by Maxine Fluegel

Sorry we couldn’t make it to the December meeting
and Yankee Swap! We got as far as Forest Lake
and realized that the muddy yellowish, greenish sky
ahead above the road in front of us was filled with
the air pollution which had been trapped for days
over the Cities and beyond. Even as we left our
place in Grantsburg the sky was “hazy”. As many of
you know, we moved north because air pollution was
a major trigger to my asthma. And it started affecting
me this time as well! But thanks to Jerry and Margo,
I knew all would be taken care of at the meeting.
Too bad, we missed the fun. We’'ll keep our
presents wrapped until next year!!

Close to the time this newsletter comes out, you will
receive an email/regular mail copy of the Club’s
Constitution and Bylaws. It shows proposed
changes decided at the November 30 board
meeting. These changes will be discussed at the
January 17 and February 21 meetings and voted on
at the February meeting as well. Please let Carol
know if you do not receive this copy or cannot
download it, so all members have their copies.
Please give the changes your attention and thought.
If you cannot attend the February 21 meeting to vote
on the proposals, please ask for an absentee ballot
from the secretary, Grace Schrunk.

I hope you will have a pleasant and productive New
Year and that you find many wonderful images to
share with others!!
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International Judging Event
Blaine City Hall
Saturday, January 19
8:30 - 4:00

Come to help — or just to watch — as some of the
best international images are judged. Morning
snacks and lunch will be available.
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New E-Mail Address
for Submitting Digital Images

Jerry has set up a new e-mail address for
submitting digital images and will be looking for
them there for submissions:

northmetrophotoclub@hotmail.com

The old address jfwarzeha@hotmail.com) will still

work for other Club business.
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CALENDAR

Jan 17
Regular meeting — 7:00 pm at St. Philips
Category: Self Portrait

Jan 31
Fifth Thursday meeting — 7:00 pm at St. Philips
Category: Prints — open
Program: Members’ 10-minutes of fame

Competitions & Contests

Jan 9
2007 Minneapolis-St. Paul Print Circuit

Feb 3
2007 85" Annual Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Exhibition of Photography

Feb 9
Entries due for InterClub Competition. Look over
your acceptances for the year and bring them to
the January 31° meeting if you are ready to
submit them or want suggestions. Prints must be
mounted this year. See attached.

See www.cameracouncil.org for more
information on these competitions.

Upcoming Events
Thru Feb 10

Three Gorges — Minnesota Center for
Photography. This exhibit features work by
Chinese and non-Chinese artists who have visited
the Three Gorges site, where the building of the
world's largest hydroelectric dam along the
Yangtze River is taking place.
Thru Mar 30
The Search to See Part II: Photographs from the
Collection of Frederick B. Scheel at the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, Harrison Gallery.
Apr 25 - 27
N4C Mini-Convention at Springbrook State Park
near Guthrie Center lowa.
Aug 31 —Sep 6
PSA International Conference, Portland, Oregon
Sept 25— 28
N4C Annual Convention, Burnsville, MN

Deadline date for next newsletter:
January 30

A Digital Picture Recovery
Experience

Sue Dilcher recently had an experience that she
thought may be of interest to others in the Club.

Sue has an Olympus that uses XD picture cards.
She was taking pictures and when she tried to
view the last shot she took, she got a ‘picture

error’ message. She had taken 101 pictures and
when she tried to download them on the
computer, she was able to download only 87
pictures. She noticed the XD card had a ‘ding’ on
it and thought this contributed to the picture error.
She e-mailed Olympus to see if there was any
way to retrieve the lost shots.

Olympus recommended she visit the Zero
Assumption Recovery website (http://z-a-
recovery.com/). They couldn’t guarantee that this
will recover her images, but did highly
recommend trying this method of recovery.
Olympus does not support the site but has
steered other customers their way and images
have been successfully recovered.

They also suggested after attempting the image
recovery to send the card in for a free diagnostic
evaluation and provided information to guide her
through the product repair process, e.g., sending
the product in for service.

Sue used the recommended free recovery down-
load and got her lost pictures!! This process
works for other problems and isn't just for
Olympus products — so, if you have a need — you
might want to try it.
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Reminder

Fifth Thursday Prints — There is another Fifth
Thursday Print Competition in January — on the
31%. Bring your entries to the January 17"
meheting or deliver to Fran or Grace before the
17",
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Tips and Tidbits

(for computer photo editing)

*Computer work on photos.
Subject: Repairing insect holes in a leaf.

Choose CLONE TOOL. Find (soft) brush in
OPTIONS BAR. Place cursor on a good part of
leaf. Press OPTIONS (ALT) key and then click.
Now move the cursor over the hole. Click and
“paint” to fill hole. (Clone tool has options for
aligned and nonaligned. More later. If you get
goofed up, write to this column.)

* k k kK x k%




“I ltched All Over”
by Walt Fluegel

The title of this article was a quote from Doris, an
older lady, who read a chapter from her memoirs
based upon seeing a B&W photo of mine. The photo
showed shocks of grain in the foreground and a
threshing machine in the distance. The photo
reminded Doris of her girlhood.

When Doris was about 12 years old she helped in
the grain fields at harvest time. Everybody at the
farm, including neighbors, shared work to bring the
grain to harvest. She described the whole process in
detail from the thresher cutting the grain to people
stacking the grain into shocks. When she finished
reading the story she said, as an afterthought, “I
itched all over. It was very dusty, grimy work”. |
suggested she include her comments about the
itchy, grimy work in her story.

Doris wanted to know how and where | got the photo
and was it in color. Alas, | had to reveal my
procedure. My B&W photo was a composite from
two slides: shocks of grain from one slide and the
thresher from another slide. | put the two together
using Elements 3: tweaked a bit from here and there
and converted to B&W. Even so, she still wanted
four copies for some of her younger relatives who
still worked on farms. | could make sepia tone prints
that gave the feeling of an old time photo.

“All of my younger relatives who still farm don’t know
what we did back then. Now, machines do
everything”, she said. My photo was an inspiration
to Doris who jogged her memory deeper to where
she could recount the actual “itchiness” and physical
work long forgotten. There are no photos of the work
or the itch, but this photo brought the memory back.
The photo will be part of her memoirs. | feel pleased
that my composite photo enriched her writing with
more detail, more realism, and more understanding.
And her story has enriched part of my life as well.

News from Hawaii

By George Jensen
(Our long-standing member with the longest commute — he stays
active in the club via e-mail and digital imaging.)

| am a little late with this month’s column because of
Christmas but here it is — Hope you are enjoying all
your snow and cold. | am very much enjoying not
experiencing it.

The weather reports say all you Minnesotans are
enjoying a white Christmas and lots of cold weather
or should | say you are enduring it. | am happy with
my low to mid 70s weather. Both of our mountains
have white tops and frigid cold weather. | have no
desire to go up there and see what 3 degrees feels
like. | have included a picture of Mauna Kea. In the
last week, the road to the summit has been closed
more than it has been open. They get it plowed out
and another storm hits and plugs it up again. All the
islands got hit pretty hard with storms about three
weeks ago. Two thirds of Oahu was shut down due
to downed power poles and trees. The west side of
the island experienced winds in excess of 70mph
which snapped power poles like toothpicks. The
main road was closed for two days because 19
power poles in a row were blown over the highway.
Maui got so much rain that a house was washed off
its foundation and into a swollen drainage ditch. The
weather people say to expect a wetter than normal
winter this year. So far they are right. | have been
getting 1 to 2 inches of rain a day almost every day
for the last two weeks. It cleared up for one day last
week which allowed me to pour the last bit of
concrete | needed to complete the apron to the
garage and the sidewalk.

I have formally introduced the "Yankee Swap" to the
Hilo Photo Club. There wasn't a lot of swapping
done as all the gifts were really nice. There was a
film SLR with lens, blank dvd packs, packs of photo
printing paper, candy, and a whole array of other
items. The feedback | got was that everybody
enjoyed it a lot more than what they had done in
previous years. The seed has been planted.

The club is discussing a group outing to Utah,
Nevada, and Arizona for a week sometime in March.
If it comes to pass, | will be with them. We have an
outing to the west side of the island to photograph
the fireworks displays New Years eve. | don't know if
| will go to that as | have a commitment the next day
at 3 pm. If | do go, | will most likely do the sunset

and then come home and not stay for the fireworks.
(continued on page 4)



