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President’s Corner
by Maxine Fluegel

What a night we had for the September 20th club
meeting! Pouring rain, blasting wind, pounding hail,
thunder and lightning – all coming our way only a
little over an hour before our meeting.

We were eating supper at Margo’s in Northeast
Minneapolis when the thunderstorm began. What to
do? We watched TV weather reports. Finally, as the
storm was passing, Margo phoned Dennis Mills, our
print judge for the evening who lives near Lake
Harriet. The storm was still beating down there but
he really wanted to come although he’d wait until the
weather let up.

I called Fran’s cell phone and she and Jerry had
been ushered into the cooler (not jail!) with the
Manager at Arby’s in Brooklyn Park while large hail
pelted the streets outside. The storm was passing
slower in their part of the city, but Jerry said they
would make it after the weather cleared. Donna,
who was bringing treats, called Margo to see if the
meeting was still on.

I decided we would hold the meeting and whoever
could make it, we’d be there and do the best we
could. As it turned out 21 people wandered in and
the meeting finally began – a pleasant evening with
good friends, a dedicated judge and excellent prints.
A calm ending after such a turbulent beginning.

* * * * * * *
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Reminders:

Slides: Bring your slides to the October 18th
meeting to be scanned into digital images for
November's "sporting event" and "open"
categories.

Fifth Thursday Prints – There is another Fifth
Thursday Print Competition in November – on the
29th. Prints should be brought to the November
15th meeting or delivered to Fran or Grace before
the 15th. Timing is tight this time because of the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Tips and Tidbits
(a new colum for computer photo editing)

*TOOL BAR AND OPTIONS BAR.
If there are arrows going up or down or extra little
marks at the edge of a tool, click on these to see
what they mean or what was hidden. Explore
these discoveries and see what they can do.

ALWAYS WORK ON A DUPLICATE PHOTO SO
YOU DO NOT INADVERTENTLY LOSE YOUR
ORIGINAL. FILE> DUPLICATE.
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I would like to suggest that you go to the library and
check out the Smithsonian article mentioned above.
You will get a brief history, personalities of the day
who championed color, a brief lesson on the
autochrome process, and some very nice photos.
Go further in Google, and you will find help or a
support group grappling with Photoshop to recreate
the pointillistic effect of autochrome. That’s
interesting! I might give it a try.

* * * * * * *

News from Hawaii – September 25
By Geoge Jensen

(Our long-standing member with the longest commute – he stays
active in the club via e-mail and digital imaging.)

Last night I woke up in the middle of the night and
happened to look out my bedroom window. The sky
overhead was partly cloudy with the moon shining
through. Looking SSW there was a low overcast of
clouds that were a brilliant orange. The orange was
coming from the lava flow. The scene only lasted for
a few minutes before the clouds moved and the sky
went back to its normal state. I was told by one of
our camera club members to drive to the end of the
chain of craters road at night and observe the glow in
the sky. I may have to do that in the next couple of
days – might make a good photo.

Last week, on one of my exploration trips, I visited
the top of the world. If you want to feel lightheaded,
that is the place to go, the top of Mauna Kea. At
almost 14,000 feet, the air up there is quite thin and
somewhat chilly. In the middle of the afternoon
when I was there, it was 42 degrees. Thank
goodness there was no wind or I would have been
frozen in my light tee shirt. The view from up there
was very interesting. There were clouds at about
8,000 feet that were moving from east to west with
the normal trade winds. (Unlike Minnesota where
the weather moves west to east, in Hawaii, the
weather moves east to west.) At about 20,000 feet
was another layer of clouds which were moving west
to east. In between where I was, it was clear so
looking out from the mountain gave you a weird
sensation. There is an alpine lake up there that you
can hike to but as thin the air was, I chose not to try
it. I have seen pictures of it and I don't think it is very
photographic – just a pond in a rock depression with
not so much as a blade of grass to be seen. I plan to
make another trip up there on a clear day to view the
sunset. It might be nice.

(continued on page 4)

The Image or the Process?
By Walt Fluegel

We know that Henry Ford did not invent the
automobile, and George Eastman did not invent
photography, but both found commercial success
with the general public who could afford cars and
photography. Color photography had a similar
beginning. The origin of color photography was
known from the 1870’s but the process was
complicated, and suited to only a few
experimentalists. However, two brothers, Auguste
and Louis Lumiere received a French patent in 1904
and in 1906 a USA patent for the Autochrome
process which produced color photos on glass
slides. It had commercial success until the 1930’s
when film companies such as Kodak dominated the
market.

What was the Autochrome process? Was the color
better with Kodachrome? That depends on how one
views color photography. Several charming
autochrome photos can be seen in the September
2007 SMITHSONIAN magazine that accompanies
the article “In Living Color” (p60 - 63). The photos
have a pointillistic effect due mostly to the way the
glass slides were made.

In summary, batches of blue, red, and green potato
(yes, potato) flour dust were well mixed and affixed
to glass. Lamp black was applied to fill in between
the tiny-sized grains of potato starch and on top of
that the light sensitive bromide emulsion. The plates
were dry and readily available. After exposure and
development and sealing with another glass, the
photographer had a 2 in. X 2 in. or 15 in. X 18 in.
color slide. Some of these glass slides are still
available in museums and collections.

When Jean McDonough, on one of her world travels
uses her film camera, her comrades on the tour
asks, “What is film?” as they snicker and fumble with
the controls of their digital cameras. Will film go the
way of autochrome? Who knows? Yet, there are
affectionatos who are still trying to make autochrome
slides for themselves. Go to the internet and google
the term ‘autochrome process’. One can find any
number of references to collections, history, and all
phases of this method. Autochrome hasn’t died, and
neither has the use of the horse as a means of
transportation, or the brush, paint and canvas to
make a portrait. Film is expected to stay around for
sometime but in a diminished role.



4

(continued from page 3)

Now that the house is nearly complete, I have gotten
lazy. If it is raining or overcast with clouds, I stay at
home and work on the house. If the sun is out, I
grab my camera and I am gone for the day. I have
filled up 3 CDs in the last few weeks with photos
from all over the island and I have barely scratched
the surface. One of my projects is to find the
remains of a train wreck that still remains at the
bottom of a gorge in Kohala. The engine and all the
cars are supposed to still be down there.

That's about it for now.

* * * * * * *

What’s Happening Around Here
by Grace E. Anderson Schrunk

The time goes by so fast and now it is time to get
another column off to Carol before she reminds me
that she wants to get the newsletter out. Last
December, I hadn't done anything for my church
newsletter, it was way past the deadline, when the
office secretary called me and asked, "Where is your
column for the month." I replied, "Nothing is
working." She said, "You have until 4pm." I
promptly sat down at the computer and had
something to her, which was pretty good I should
add, by 2:30. Now, I know in advance of a couple of
months, what I am going to write about.

Jean McDonough and I, along with Linda Jameson
from Women's Color, attended the N4C convention
in Marshalltown, Iowa on September 13th through the
16th. A very nice time as usual, plus in the digital
"business", I'm sure there were many who learned a
lot by attending the various sessions on Saturday
afternoon.

Going out to Ed and Teresa's (Central Iowa
Camera Club) 40-acre place named Asher Creek
Haven was a special treat, both on Thursday
evening and again on Friday for lunch. They bought
the land 12 years ago, with a stream running through
it, and have planted 6,000 green trees plus other
plants and species of greenery.

Ed showed some of us some fresh ginseng roots
that he had harvested for selling. The price paid for a
pound of dried ginseng roots is unbelievable. I
asked him why he doesn't go into business in a big
way and he said, "Nothing can be grown on the land
for at least 20 years after a crop is harvested, it takes
so much out of the soil."

He found his first plant out in the woods, when he
was 14 years old. So now I am curious as to how
you would know how to identify a ginseng plant.
Another person showed me the plant. So if you ever
see one you will know what to look for – it is a small
plant, probably 12-inches across and about 10-
inches high, medium green leaves, with the prettiest
clump of red berries sitting on the top. I learned
something new that weekend.

To those of you who decided not to go to the N4C
convention, you missed out on a good time. Gene
Schwope received an award for the best small print
of the year. Good going, Gene.

Roger Christian, owner of a camera store in Iowa
City, is always good for a lot of information in the
camera world plus adds a good bit of humor in his
presentation. A few things I gleaned from him
were, you can clean your camera body with Armorall
and a tooth brush, he knows of a place that fixes
slide projectors and lamps are cheap also, a Nikon
scanner 4000 and the Nikon 5000 sells for $300 to
$400 which you can find on e-bay.

Fuji is again, making Velvia 50 with a slightly
different process, which produces knock your socks
off prints when scanned and printed up digitally. So,
don't throw away your film camera outfits just yet.

Roger feels the Samsung digital that sells for $99 is
a pretty good deal. I looked at it at Target (it was a
little more than that) and the dials are all in black, a
little harder to see. The Samsung that sells for $149
also has a three- to four-year warranty included. He
is basing his assumptions on the factory process and
the good reputation that Samsung has in the field.

A quote he said was, "A rising tide lifts all boats" from
Ronald Reagan, meaning that anything new will
probably benefit everybody in the long run.

John Gaps, a professional photographer from the
Kansas City Times had a very interesting
presentation about how he made it into photography
as his day job, when he was in his early twenties.
The thought he left us with was, "Life is made up of
moments, make the most of these moments,
because you can't go back and redo them."

The 2008 N4C convention will be the last weekend in
September at the Holiday Inn in Burnsville with
Minnesota Valley being the hosting club. Duluth will
have the honors in 2009.

* * * * * * *


