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CALENDAR

May 21
Year-end Banquet and Awards – 6:30 pm at St.
Philips

June 27
4:00 pm - ?? Kathy Wall will again host the
Summer Picnic. This is a potluck so bring
something to share. And, bring your camera.
You never know what opportunity will arise in
Kathy’s lakeside yard.

Competitions & Contests
Jan 10

2010 Minneapolis/St. Paul Print Circuit.
See www.cameracouncil.org

Upcoming Events

May 1-3 and May 7
The Nude in Minnesota II – an exhibit by Ray Urbaniak
at the Northrup-King Building, Gallery 332, 1500
Jackson St. NE, Minneapolis

Thru May 31
Holy Land, Photographs by Sara Belleau and Sin and
Guilt, Paintings by Nancy Robinson, Minnesota Artists
Exhibition Gallery at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.

Thru Jun 21
Tom Arndt’s Minnesota – exhibition of the
photographer’s images in the Harrison Gallery at the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts.

May 15 – 17
Art-A-Whirl – an open-studio and gallery tour of
Northeast Minneapolis artists, including a number of
photographers. An annual event held the third
weekend in May. www.nemaa.org

Sept 20 – 26
PSA International Conference, West Yellowstone,
Montana – Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort. See
www.psa-photo.org for more information.

Oct 1 – 4
N4C Annual Convention in Duluth. See www.N4C.us
for more information.

Deadline date for next newsletter:
June 13

* * * * * * *

President’s Corner
CONTROVERSY LIVES ON

by Jean McDonough

At Springbreak/Interclub at Tartan Park April 4, 2009,
I saw several prints displayed by a well-known
photographer and one who has judged for years at
many camera clubs in the metropolitan area and I
told him his images were very nice. His reply: One
never knows what the judges will like. There are not
many people who would disagree with that
statement. Judging and critiquing images is very
subjective. If a judge makes comments that help the
image maker see why an image was marked a
certain way, perhaps the image maker can make
sense of it. If a comment is made that "it is a nice
image" or "manipulation is not my style" and says
nothing else, no one learns anything because the
judge has said nothing.

One member of North Metro Photo Club occasionally
states that he doesn't submit images to please the
judges. That is a smart thing to do. Create images
that show your signature because that is what you
like. However, this is not an easy thing to do for a
beginner in photography. Photographing, submitting
images, listening for helpful comments will help to
develop your style.

Women's Color Photo Club had a member who
moved to Arizona and submitted images and several
members would comment that it wasn't fair; after all,
she always came in first place. Frankly, I was
disappointed when she finally decided to stop
submitting images. I learned so much from her
images and learned why the judges rated them so
high. Looking at good images makes one a better
photographer. I was told that there were several
members of WCPC in the days of old that would
never share their secrets where they took images
that did well in competition. Their names were high
on the list of winning images but they will never be
remembered fondly for their good photography
because they refused to share. A tombstone
marked "No. 1" is no legacy.

Competition raises members' level of concern. After
nine months of competition with nine different
judges, the total point count should indicate some
sense in how you are improving in your photographic
skills. This is what belonging to a camera club is all
about. In May the yearly accepted images will be
judged by one judge who will decide the top prints
and the top "category" and "open" digital images.

(continued on page 3)

E-Mail Address
for Submitting Digital Images

Please use the following e-mail address for submitting
digital images:

northmetrophotoclub@hotmail.com



3

(continued from page 2)

Will we all agree; of course not, but many of us will
be "judging the judge."

Now let's see, who is the most beautiful/handsome:
Julia Roberts, Angelie Jolie, Halie Berry, or Janet
Reno; George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Hugh Jackman
(Australia) or Larry the Cable Guy – or pick one of
your own. Who will make the better senator from
Minnesota: Norm Coleman or Al Franken? Now I
have really opened up a can of worms. Controversy
lives on!!!

* * * * * * *

Spring Musings
by Walt Fluegel

Numerous bulb and seed catalogs come to the
mailbox in the fall and early spring. Of course the
enticement of colors, shapes, sizes, and timing of
blooms or fruits are on every page. But you, as a
photographer, know that there is more to it than
snapping flowers, veggies, trees and shrubs. There
is a lot of preparation, planning, and coordination
between gardener, photographer and printer.

Down deep your muse tells you that you, too, can
snap these images and perhaps do it better than
most of what you see in the catalog. To begin with,
most pages show the flowers and other plants as
tightly cropped and static next to others, maybe of a
different color or a different species. The numerous
varieties of tomatoes, beans, and leafy vegetables
are splashed across several pages. Occasionally
there are one or two pages with only one flower, a
WOW!! You forget momentarily your initial feelings
and wonder if you can do as well in the cultivation
AND the photography. The photo is a gamble on the
part of the supplier that one or two images will make
the sale, if not the reputation of the company.

For a moment, your photographic muse urges you to
speculate on your own future garden and anticipate
the full bloom or abundant harvest. But in the
meantime your muse also plants a seed and asks;
‘Should you go biological and do a photo life cycle
from seedling to growth to full maturity?’ Well that is
a thought; maybe a “slide essay” for the camera club
is a possibility. Then you ask yourself, what do I
have to do to accomplish that? Knowing that it
would require constant thought, diligence and skill
you cynically ask yourself if it would be easier to
photograph an artist as he/she paints a garden. No,
it is the real thing you are after, your muse insists,
but he suggests you might compromise.

Grow and nurture the garden as best as you can
and, at any stage of development, photograph the
process, but in the meantime contact an artist.
Maybe, just maybe, you can work together, your
muse hints. You supply the flowers, fruits and other
edibles and as he or she paints them, you can
photograph the artist at work. Your mind races
ahead and sees all the brushes and tubes of paint, it
goes into fast detail and snaps as many stages in the
painting process and brush strokes and the
expression and concentration on the artist’s face and
the colors of the pallet with the mixtures of the
pigments, in the water -- or oils -- or acrylics -- let me
catch my breath. Do I dare go further, I ask my
muse. No response, but I can imagine that sly grin
and smirk. I slow down my thought process.

That brief moment with the muse was a bit
distracting. I will have to give it more thought. Yes,
we are all attracted to flowers and other things we
grow in our gardens but some of us want to have our
own images rather than those seen in the catalogs.
So, when the time comes to set up the camera what
are we to record? The garden?... the ripening
tomatoes?... the flower?... the details of the flower?
... the work of growing the flower? ... or the
satisfaction of capturing an image as good as or
better than catalog photos? Click!

Have fun, Walt

* * * * * * *

News from Hawaii
By George Jensen

(Our long-standing member with the longest commute – he stays
active in the club via e-mail and digital imaging.)

Tom Chapman came for a short visit in April. I think I
wore him out as we tried to cover as much of the big
island as possible. In one day we traveled from the
top of Mauna Kea at almost 14000 feet to the beach
at Waipio valley at sea level.

Less than an hour after his plane took off from the
airport we had a 5.0 earthquake. At the visitor center
at Volcano’s National Park, people were in the
theatre watching the eruption update film. When
they came out at the end of the film, they all said
how neat it was that we had sensoround hooked up
to the seats. The shaking of the seats made the film
seem very real. We had to explain that they had just
experienced an earthquake. They were quite
surprised.

(continued on page 4)
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I'm sure Doris spent a lot of money on film and the
printing of the photos, probably never to be looked at
again. That begs the question, does it make a
difference if the photos are stored on the computer
or in a book if they probably won't be viewed again.

Leann also had me look at photos of relatives that
she did not recognize and there were no names on
the back of the print. In my opinion, the only photos
that really mean anything are the ones our loved
ones are on. Even a bad photo is almost impossible
to toss when it is someone in the family from years
ago.

* * *

Member Profile –
By Grace E. Anderson Schrunk

Our new president, Kathy Wall, has agreed to
answer my questions for this month. I think Kathy
has a clone or a double we don't know about to
accomplish all that she does everyday. She is a
shining example for many of us who like to sit back
and let "George" do it. I have known Kathy's Mom
for over 30 years through the VFW. I know where
her work ethic comes from.

HOW DID YOU HEAR
ABOUT THE NORTH
METRO PHOTO CLUB?
I typically take my
mother on at least one
trip every year. Last year
I took her up to Canada
on a bus tour. A very
nice woman (Marian
Beach) noticed I was
taking a lot of pictures
and asked if I belonged
to a camera club. I told
her I did not know they
existed. She invited me
to a North Metro meeting
and the rest is history. Marian has been a great
mentor!

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A MEMBER? I
have been a member for close to 1 1/2 years.

HOW DID YOU DEVELOP YOUR INTEREST IN
PHOTOGRAPHY? Ever since I can remember, I
was the person taking pictures when I took trips with

(continued on page 5)

(continued from page 3)

It sounds like our rainy weather will continue a bit
longer as the weather people say it will hang around
until June. I don't mind the rain but when we get
rainy weather, we often lose the trade winds that
blow the vog out of here. Without the trades
blowing, the vog can get pretty thick at times.

Everybody have a good time at the May meeting and
remember to all overeat. I will be thinking of all of
you.

* * *

Note: Tom Chapman attended the April 30th

meeting and came with a summary of his visit with
George. He passed around pictures for all to see of
George, his cats, his house and the surrounding
area. Tom said the house is done, but landscaping
remains – not too easy when everything is rock. It
sounds like they had a good time. George sends his
greetings and would like to see more old friends from
Photo Club.

* * * * * * *

What's Happening Around Here
by Grace E. Anderson Schrunk

The president of N4C wrote in his April column that
the only way to preserve your photos is to print them
out, and then you have to decide how long you want
the print to last, five years to 250 years depending on
the type of ink and paper you use. Those of us who
have the digital camera know how much
fun it is to use, but it sure raises havoc with the
storage situation which I think most of us know
already.

My cousin passed away a year ago. Her daughter
has been going through her "stuff", sorting, throwing
and saving depending on what she finds. She gave
me a book of photos taken in Hawaii 20 years ago
with the intention of bringing it out to North Carolina
when I go visit another cousin in May. The book was
very heavy to carry and I knew I wasn't going to put
this in my suitcase when I packed it.

I didn't look at the book at her house. I leafed
through it the next day at my home. No pictures of
people, just scenery without any labels telling where
the photo was taken. I took all the photos out of the
book, an inch of them at least. Kept a few that I
thought Audrey might enjoy and the rest went in the
round file.
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(continued from page 4)

my parents. I enjoyed the challenges of capturing
images that people would admire.

WHAT HAPPENED FOR YOU TO GET THE
ADDED THING NEEDED TO MAKE THE PERFECT
PICTURE? I like taking pictures of wildlife so I
bought camouflage pants, shirt, cap,
gloves and camera cover so I can sit outside by our
pond and take pictures of deer and other wildlife. I
still haven't been able to take that PERFECT picture
but I keep trying.

AS YOU WERE READY TO SNAP THE SHUTTER
FOR THE "PERFECT PICTURE" DID SOMETHING
HAPPEN SO THE SCENE DID NOT COME
TOGETEHR FOR THE PHOTO? YES!! The darn
birds, deer, bees, and butterflies always seem to
move before I get the perfect shot.

WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO GO FROM FILM
TO DIGITAL? I take a lot of pictures...you know the
saying "practice makes perfect." I loved the thought
of immediately being able to view a small screen to
see my images and being able to delete the ones
that did not turn out. I also like looking at the
histogram to identify if I need to change f-stop or
shutter speed. There are 101 more reasons.
Technology, isn't it wonderful?!

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE PLACE TO
PHOTOGRAPH? I don't think I have a favorite but I
do enjoy nature and sports. I take a lot of pictures in
my yard. We have 3 acres on the lake so I have a
lot of opportunities for birds, fox, turkeys, deer and
other small animals. Also, my husband and
youngest son are members of a water-ski team so I
take a lot of pictures of the team skiing.

DOES YOUR SPOUSE OR SIGNIFICANT OTHER
GO WITH YOU ON YOUR PHOTO FORAYS? No,
but Bob is very supportive and understands when I
take trips specifically for picture taking. He is also
very cooperative when I ask him to stand still so I
can rest my body and camera against him to avoid
camera shake. What a guy!!

WHAT KIND OF CAMERA DO YOU USE? I use a
Nikon D50 with a 18-55 MM lens and a 70-300MM
lens. I am considering upgrading to a Nikon D300
but need to wait for the economy to get a bit better.
I recently purchased an Epson 3800 printer and am
looking forward to printing something for the 5th
Thursday in April.

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE REMEMERED
AMONG OUR PEERS, AS APHOTOGRAPHER? I
want people to know how much I enjoy photography
and to be thought of as a good friend that is always
willing to help the club and individuals.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE QUOTE? The quote I
have used for many years is "there is a fine line
between dedication and stupidity." I worked at
Target for over 26 years and would tell this to people
in certain situations. This also relates to
photography. We all want to capture that perfect
image. But, we need to be careful not to place
ourselves in harms way. Always think about your
setting and your safety. Here is a good example. I
met someone that told me he wanted to get a night
shot of some on-coming cars. So, this person
stopped on the side of a busy highway, got out of his
car, ran across the BUSY highway and took some
pictures. I bet you can imagine what I told him. I am
telling you to always take at least one friend with you
when you go on a photo shoot. In some cases,
taking a group of people is even better. Never put
yourself in a situation where you can get hurt. A
friend gave me some advice once, to keep my keys
in my hand so if I am in any danger, I can push my
car alarm. I thought that was good everyday advice
and also when I am out taking pictures.

WHAT OTHER PHOTOGRAPHY ACTIVITIES ARE
YOU INVOLVED IN? In the last year and a half, I
accepted the role as Print Chairperson for North
Metro. What a great experience this has been.
Besides getting to know the members of the club, it
has given me the opportunity to meet judges and
learn from them.

I attended Spring Break last year for the first time. I
was very impressed and learned so much that I
offered to help organize Spring Break 2009. Instead
of asking me to help organize it, I was asked to be
President of the Twin Cities Area Council of Camera
Clubs (TCACCC). TCACCC sponsors Spring Break
and Interclub. I accepted and recently agreed to
stay on for one more year as TCACCC President.

A few months ago I joined PSA. I enjoy reading their
magazine because they have helpful advice and it is
amazing to see other people's photography. PSA
also has a website with on-line workshops and
access to experts that will give all sorts of advice. A
couple of months ago I was contacted by the PSA
V.P. of Membership and asked if I would consider
accepting the role of Region Director of Region 05.

(continued on page 6)
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Color Prints
Accepted

Jean McDonough
Mother and Child
Treasury at Petra
Time for a Break

Monochrome Prints
Honorable Mention

Duane Wraalstad
Swans Landing

Accepted
Duane Wraalstad

Swans Landing
Lone Tree
Lake Superior Shoreline

Creative Slide
Image of the Year

Jean McDonough
Roses and Musical Keys

Acceped
Jean McDonough

Cinderella’s Party
Roses and Musical Keys
Glass Swans

Creative Digital
Accepted

Marian Beach
Twins Game
Rose on Keys
Rows of Daisies
Jag

Rachel Cain
The El
Watercolor Rose

Sue Dilcher
The House

Walt Fluegel
Planetary Oil Pump

Daisy Chair
X Cactus Overlap
Blob 36

Carol Madison
Red Water Lily

Jean McDonough
Kodalith Pink Flower
Paying Homage
RD Spotlight on Skater

Nature Slides
Honorable Mention

Jean McDonough
Red Head Duck

Accepted
Jean McDonough

Leopard Kill No. 2
Slot Canyon View
Red Head Duck
Mother Zebra and Baby

Digital Nature
Accepted

Marian Beach
Paper Kite Butterfly

Carol Madison
Chipmunk Profile

Jean McDonough
Portrait of Impala
Namibian Red Sand Dunes
Zebra Running in Water

Traditional Slides
Image of the Year

Jean McDonough
Geishas and Umbrellas

Accepted
Jean McDonough

Geishas and Umbrellas

Realistic Digital
Image of the Year

Duane Wraalstad
Lower Falls of Yellowstone

Second Place
Duane Wraalstad

Cenaco Park

(continued on page 8)

Photo Field Trips

Kathy Wall is developing a list of photo field trips that
members may be interested in doing with a group.
The intent is to ultimately list in the newsletter (and
possibly the website) a couple of trips for each
month, find out who is interested, and select a date.
Those interested can carpool to photo some of the
Twin Cities and surrounding areas photogenic sites.
If you have suggestions, let Kathy know.

Note: The first field trip to the Stone Arch Bridge
drew 11 people. Although a little cool and windy, the
sky cleared and made for some great photo ops.

* * * * * * *

2009 InterClub Competition Results
North Metro Acceptances and Awards




