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CALENDAR

Jan 15
Regular meeting – 7:00 pm at St. Philips
Category: Downtown

Jan 29
Fifth Thursday meeting – 7:00 pm at St. Philips
Category: Prints – open

Competitions & Contests

Jan 6, 2009
2009 Minneapolis-St. Paul Print Circuit entries due.

See www.cameracouncil.org for more information

Upcoming Events

Thru Jan 10
IFP Minnesota Member Photo Show. 2446 University
Ave W. in St. Paul.

Thru Jan 18
India: Public Places, Private Spaces-Contemporary
Photography and Video Art. Minneapolis Institute of
Arts.

Jan 22 – Feb 1
St. Paul Winter Carnival with a number of winter
festivities. www.winter-carnival.com

Feb 8
Como Conservatory Camera Event – Special time for
photographers to bring in tripods. Cost: $5.00 per
person. 8:00-10:00am

Apr 4
TCACCC Spring Break and InterClub Competition
Awards. Tartan Park, Lake Elmo. More information
should be available around the first of the year.

Apr 24-26
N4C Springbrook Mini-Conference in Guthrie, Iowa.

Sept 20 – 26
PSA International Conference, West Yellowstone,
Montana – Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort

Deadline date for next newsletter:
January 30

* * * * * * *

President’s Corner
WHY I COULD NEVER LEAVE HOME WITHOUT

MY CAMERA
By Jean McDonough

The other night, a member at camera club
mentioned that she spent a week in the Seattle area
and I asked if she took a lot of pictures. She replied,
“I did not take my camera with me.” My eyes
doubled in size. I thought that I could never do that.
I even have my camera handy in my house;
otherwise, I would have missed a raccoon in my
back yard carrying two babies up a tree that had an
open top. One summer I had a robin build a nest
near my front door and I was able to photograph
three babies being fed.

There is always something to shoot. Of course,
experience has taught me that I have to look for the
interplay of light among other things.

On a recent international trip after a full day of sight
seeing, three of us decided to walk downtown from
our hotel to basically go souvenir hunting and find a
restaurant for dinner. I was the only one carrying a
camera and what did we run into but a man walking
on the sidewalk with the biggest Merino sheep I have
ever seen. I found a youngster about three years old
and told the little tyke to pet the sheep. It was a
great moment for me. Without my camera, I would
have missed the shot. You always take more than
one is my motto.

One afternoon while driving in Richfield, a car was
upside down at the intersection. I was able to grab
my camera and shoot several shots while waiting for
the green light. The action just happened to be on
the driver’s side. The policemen and medical
attendants surrounding the auto added to the drama.
No more “if only” regrets by leaving the camera at
home. I am still bewildered how that car got in that
position on a city street.

When I return from a trip, a member of the camera
club says: “Please tell me you did not take your
camera with you.” Everyone laughs.

* * * * * * *

Everyone has a photographic memory, but
not everyone has film. ~Author Unknown

* * * * * * *

E-Mail Address
for Submitting Digital Images

Please use the following e-mail address for submitting
digital images:

northmetrophotoclub@hotmail.com
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Hunters and Gatherers
By Walt Fluegel

Our very early ancestors lived in small migrant bands
of hunter and gatherer families. Some were also
artisans who made tools and others who were
caregivers. They were always at the mercy or
bounty of the environment. These early people had
to understand and know when to hunt, when to
gather and how to keep body and soul together.
Sometimes they traveled great distances to find food
or explore new places where food was plentiful. This
went on for thousands of years until agriculture
provided surplus food for people to settle into more
permanent places. There was then more time to
develop other skills and encourage creativity in one
form or another. So you might ask, “What has this
do to with photography?”

Look at it this way. Anyone who goes around with a
camera and hunts for images from wildlife, sports,
surveillance, photojournalism, etc. must have the
same skills as our early ancestors. One has to know
the environment or habitat or season or time of day,
know the land, know or anticipate the behavior of the
quarry, know when to use the right tool, and have a
good sense of timing as to when to click. These
were all necessary for the hunter of long ago and for
the hunter photographers today.

The gatherers among us do just that, we gather.
The substance that sustains us is there for the taking
whether we are primitive people or photographers.
We know where to find the food or the object, we
know the season when everything is just right for the
taking. We know the environment by the colors, the
shape, the lay of the land. Sometimes we go great
distances in search of the desired object or we may
stay in our own back yard. We go with our collecting
baskets, or our camera bags, and we come home
fulfilled.

Civilization has not diminished our hunting and
gathering heritage, only toned it down a bit.
Remnants of that skill surface now and then with
spectacular photos made by people whom we
admire for their talents. In the past good hunters and
a few gatherers always brought home what was
needed for the rest of the people to survive. Today,
as photographers, we bring home delights for the
eye and the soul is nourished.

* * * * * * *

News from Hawaii
By George Jensen

(Our long-standing member with the longest commute – he stays
active in the club via e-mail and digital imaging.)

I am writing this on Christmas Eve rather than the
25th of the month as I normally do because I
volunteered to work the desk at Volcanos Park on
Christmas day thereby allowing the person who is
normally scheduled for Thursdays to have the day
off. Even the volcano has taken the Christmas
holiday off. It shut down yesterday, much to the
visitors’ dismay. I got to hear a lot of "bummers!" at
the desk yesterday.

As I watch the nightly news, I am sure glad to be
here in sunny Hawaii. All that ice and snow the
mainland is getting I can do without very well. I did
have to get the lawn mower out a couple of days ago
though.

The Hilo camera club's version of the Yankee swap
went off really well. We had a lot more action this
year as members were more willing to swap. The
culture here makes people very sensitive to other
people's feelings so the first swap we held did not
have much swapping as members were afraid of
hurting others feelings. I made a calendar frame and
put it in the swap this year and it turned out to be a
hit as it changed hands at least 6 times.

This morning I went to the supermarket and it took
me almost 10 minutes of driving around the parking
lot to find an open space. Yesterday's comics in the
paper hit it right on the head. It had a woman who
was ready to leave holding an auction for her parking
spot. They announced that a new Target store with
an attached Safeway supermarket is going to be built
next door the Wal-Mart store and across the street
from the Home Depot. That should be nice.

Oahu and Kauai got hit with a pretty strong rain
storm this last week that caused some flooding. It
didn't affect the big island at all.

Last Sunday was one of my 12 hour days at the park
as PBS was there showing a preview of a new series
they are doing on the National Parks which of course
includes Volcanos National Park. It was a big VIP
event with all the park brass present. It seems that
every time we have one of those events, I get drafted
to work it – probably because I don't bellyache about
the long hours. From the preview I saw, I will
recommend everyone watch it when it comes out. It
will be in 8 episodes and is very good.

(continued on page 4)

* * * * * * *
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permanent, and costs close to $500 which also
includes the shipping both ways.

She wasn't sure it was such a good idea, because it
really is only good for the summer season to turn the
green leaves to white, which can make a very pretty
picture, I might add. I did some infrared work several
years ago using a red filter (how primitive), but it did
work and it was fun, a little pricey to have done, so
once was enough.

Congratulations to five of our members who had their
work published recently. Walt Fluegel sent in his
photo, of the chipmunk standing next to a pile
of lumber, to the Pioneer Press's Bulletin Board in
December. Marian Beach had four of her photos in
the Rice Creek Watershed District calendar. Kathy
Wall’s and Phil Graetz's work was in the Blaine
City calendar and last but not least Lance Nelson
garnered the cover of the Minnesota Weatherguide
Calendar. I already have my calendar for 2009, but
it is worth the trip to Barnes and Noble to see the
cover of the weatherguide calendar.

I hope these members will bring their calendars to
the fifth meeting of the month in January so we all
can see what they have accomplished and then
maybe they will tell us how they happened to take
the photo as part of our 15 minutes of fame segment
of our meeting. Walt did explain in the Bulletin Board
how he got the cute little fella looking for his family.
Vijay Karai will be showing his work at the Blaine
City Hall for the month of January.

***
Every other artist begins (with) a blank
canvas; a piece of paper....the photographer
begins with the finished product.

– Edward Steichen

* * * * * * *
Yankee Swap

Just a short summary of the annual event. Many fun
and unusual gifts were exchanged again this year. A
few of the more popular items that a lot of members
wanted were a teddy bear, chocolate (of course),
and a photographer’s light tripod.

The gift that just won’t go away was back again this
year – a portable men’s urinal. Understandably, no
one wanted it so it was exchanged at every
opportunity. There was also a bust enlarger that was
dumped at every opportunity. We’ll probably see
them again next year.

* * * * * * *

(continued from page 3)

That's it for now. Everyone have a Happy New Year
and try to keep warm.

* * * * * * *

What's Happening Around Here
by Grace E. Anderson Schrunk

A pharmacist, where I work, is thinking of upgrading
from a point and shoot digital to an SLR for an
upcoming trip to Europe next summer. Another
pharmacist had recently bought a Canon-something
or other-and he was extolling the virtues of the digital
with more and better features. The pharmacist, who
had just purchased the Canon, raises fish in
aquariums, so he has a good reason to buy the
better camera. He can set the camera for various
speeds, etc. to get the best photos so he can sell
more fish to his outlets.

The pharmacist, Bob, was asking me what my
thoughts were on spending $800, and that was just
to buy the camera and an 18-55mm lens. That did
not include the extra gadgets which he probably
needs to purchase.

"What is your goal, to have pictures to remind you
and your wife of where you were, or are you going to
enter them in contests or blow them up to display in
your home." "Do you really want to carry around the
bigger, newer camera, or would you rather just go
into your pocket and pull out your point and shoot,
that I might add, you are familiar with and know how
it works or learn to use the new camera with all the
bells and whistles."

I also told him, "It is food for thought, but don't jump
into something you may not need or even want. If
you really want to blow a grand on something, take
in several side trips on your European vacation and
take plenty of pictures with your little, easy to use
camera." Bob did say that he was happy with the
pictures he has taken with his point and shoot.

It is always a treat to talk to someone who is honest
about the money they spend on camera equipment
and then even to admit that it probably was not a
very bright idea after all. That very thing happened
at the International Photo Salon held the first part of
December at the Mounds View Community Center,
formerly known as the Bel Rae Ballroom.

This person had recently had one of her cameras
converted to infrared capabilities. The camera has
to be sent to the manufacturer. The conversion is
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Materials for Preserving Framed
Images

More information gleaned from a seminar
put on by Waterfront Gallery in Two Harbors in

October
By Carol Madison

(This is the third in a series of articles about preserving
photographic images. My apologies to Waterfront Gallery
for not acknowledging the host of the seminar sooner.)

We have all looked through the boxes of old family
portraits and noticed that some held up very well
while others have faded, or the edges are discolored,
even though some have been framed. Conservation
materials play an important part in preserving
images. Below are a number of things to take into
account:

Labeling photos – Do label your prints with the
year, who, where, or whatever so that down the road
you will be able to put the image in context. One of
two writing media is recommended – a permanent
ink pen or a soft lead pencil. Write on a dark area of
the photo or on the border. Be careful about writing
on the back of the print as it may bleed through or
ultimately discolor the image.

Slip Leaf – When storing non-framed prints it is
recommended to use an acid-free slip leaf between
each print. Store the images in an acid-free box
(they can be purchased at art supply stores) in a
cool, dry place.

Framing –
Mat paper – You will find a number of choices in
mats. Starting at the bottom and not recommended
is a paper mat board (not acid-free). Working your
way up are the acid-free mats, conservation class,
and museum class. Always use acid-free mats when
framing.

Glass – Something I never gave a thought to until I
had some photos professional framed a few years
ago is that there are a number of types of glass used
in framing. Regular glass (like what you find at your
local hardware has about 45% UV protection.
Conservation, Museum, and Conservation with
reflection control are all rated at 99% UV protection.
Museum glass is the best and is crystal clear and
enhances color.

Frames – Images are mounted on mat boards so the
frames are not intended to touch the image. So the
acids, chemicals, or whatever in the frame should

have no affect on the longevity of the image. Metal
frames are inert and have no affect on the image.

Backing – When finishing the frame job a piece of
foam core or cardboard is often put on back to hold
the matted image in the frame and to keep dust out.
Whatever you use, it should be acid free.

Notice how the term ‘acid-free’ came up a lot in the
preservation of images? It is critical in preservation.

The safest way to frame your images for prosperity is
to take them to a reputable framer who will go over
your choices and do the job right.

* * * * * * *

October 2008 Competition Results

The acceptances (with one exception) were listed in
the November newsletter.

The winning image (15 points) in the Open category
is shown below.

Metro Center – Tim Oien

The winning image (15 points) for the Hands
category was inadvertently missed – it is shown
below:

Hands of Time – Jean McDonough

* * * * * * *


