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September 2008

Time for N4C Entries

The N4C Competitions run September through
May. See the North Metro Photo Club Member
Handbook for detailed instructions and images —
one pictorial, one nature, and new this year
contemporary (see page 5 for definition). Send
images to Duane at duanewraalstad@gmail.com
by the 5" of the month.
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Website Update

Have you checked out the NMPC website lately
(www.northmetrophotoclub.org)? During the
summer Jay has been doing some updating.
Under Newsletters you will find the last twelve
issues for easy reference. And —under Articles
you will find the NMPC Handbook that was
published this past spring, as well as two new
tutorials by Walt with instructions on Pinwheels
and Making Kaleidoscopic Images.

It would be nice to see more Club representation
in the Gallery section which currently has images
by Walt, Jay, Vijay, and Rachel. Each member
can submit up to two jpeg images per month. The
images should be watermarked with the copyright
symbol and the image-maker’s name if you prefer
(make them small so you don't lose the beauty of
the image). They should be sized to 1024 on the
longest side and saved at resolution of 72. E-mail
them to Jay (jaykarai@hotmail.com) by the 15" of
each month with the subject “webimages” and
they will be included in the Gallery.
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2008
N4C Annual
Convention

convention

September 25 - 28
Airport Hilton
Bloomington, Minnesota

The event starts Thursday with a tour and tasting at
the Flat Earth Brewing Company and some superb
night photography. Friday includes a daytime field trip
to photograph the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
followed by an evening banquet where you will have
the opportunity to view the best of NAC. Saturday
includes an array of interesting programs and seminars
on a wide variety of topics with an evening banquet
and year-end awards.

See: www.minnesotavalleyphotoclub.org and click on
N4C 2008 for more information.
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CALENDAR

Sep 18
Regular meeting — 7:00 pm at St. Philips
Category: Snow

Oct 16
Regular meeting — 7:00 pm at St. Philips
Category: Hand(s)

Oct 30
Fifth Thursday — 7:00 pm at St. Philips
Category: Prints (color and monochrome)
Also, member 10-minute programs — let Duane
know if you have something so the equipment is
available.

Competitions & Contests

Jan 6, 2009
2009 Minneapolis-St. Paul Print Circuit entries

due. See www.cameracouncil.org for more
information

Upcoming Events

Thru Sep 13
The Overlooked Landscape — an exhibit of photos
by Buck Holzemer and Colin Kopp portrays their
distinctive views and individual aesthetic. IFP MN
Center for Media Arts, 2446 University Ave Ste
100, St. Paul.

Thru Sep 14
Friedlander Photography — on exhibit at the
Target Galleries, Minneapolis Institute of Arts. A
retrospective of photography Lee Friedlander’s
work.

Sept 25— 28
N4C Annual Convention, held at the Airport Hilton
in Bloomington, MN. Hosted by the Minnesota
Valley Photo Club. See page 1 for more
information

Deadline date for next newsletter:

September 20
(The October issue will come out by September 22 to
accommodate another editor’s vacation)
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E-Mail Address
for Submitting Digital Images
Please use the following e-mail address for submitting

digital images:

northmetrophotoclub@hotmail.com

President’s Corner
Jean McDonough: Another great
African trip -

When | announced my intentions of traveling to
Namibia this summer, my significant other offered
this comment: “But you have been to Africa.” |
retorted that he plays golf several times a week and
sometimes he plays the same course twice in a
week. He finally “gets it.” Traveling to Kenya and
Botswana you have to drive around looking for
animals. In Namibia, a huge array of wildlife collects
around its numerous waterholes. We stayed at
Okaukuejo, the best lodge at Etosha National Park,
because of the photography at its waterhole.
Waterhole viewing is a great place to observe animal
behavior.

Herds of Zebras walked single file to the waterhole
and a few foals bounding by their mothers’ sides
walked into the water making great reflection shots.
Oryx, wildebeests, kudu, jackals, hyenas, Ostrich,
rhinos, giraffes, black-faced impalas, springbok, all
added to the excitement. Suddenly, the elephants
arrive in another cloud of dust taking charge of the
water. All species seem to understand how and
when to approach. The drinking pattern is innate
and perceptive. No battles are fought, everyone
seems to abide by the rules of the waterhole.

Since we were within the closed gates of the camp
where we stayed for three nights, we were allowed to
view the floodlit waterhole all night long.

Walking away from the waterhole to our cabins
which were located about 100 feet away, and to the
dining area located a half block away, made us
anxious because we felt we might be missing the
action while dining or when we called it a day to get
our needed sleep. Benches are placed around the
waterhole with a four foot stone fence and many
visitors sat and watched the animal behavior or read
books when the action almost stopped during the
noon hours.

South Africa wrested Namibia from Germany during
World War | and held on to it until 1990 when
Namibia became independent. At this time, English
became the official language. It was only when |
arrived in New York terminal and listened to the
voices where | thought | was in a foreign country.
Would | visit Africa again? You bet!!
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August Minutes

President, Jean McDonough, called the August 21st
meeting of the North Metro Photo Club to order at
7:05 at St. Philiip’s Lutheran Church in Fridley.

The TCACC (Twin City Area Council of Camera
Clubs) meeting is held on the 2nd Thursday of the
month. Kathy Wall, from North Metro Club, is the
President for the coming year. Check the website for
the location. It was decided by TCACC that no dues
will be collected from the clubs for the 2008-2009
club year. The dues are $1 per club member. The
TCACC treasury has sufficient funds to offer this
perk for the next year. Spring Break will be held on
one day instead of two in 2009 and will be held on
April 4 — location not decided as of now.

Jean McDonough and Rachel Cain will scan slides
for those members who are not entering the monthly
competitions digitally. Images for monthly
competitions and for N4C entries need to be sent by
the 5th of the month, so plan accordingly.

Fran asked the club if it would be all right to show the
disc of the monthly competitions to the residents of
her place of employment, an assisted living facility.

It was decided that it would be ok to do this.

Our guest for the evening was Betty Ann Addison, a
former owner of the beautiful Rice Creek Gardens on
Highway 65 and 115th in Blaine. She is now located
in Fridley. Betty's email address is
gardensofricecreek.com.

Our judge for the evening informed us that film
cameras are making a small comeback. He
recommended Reala film and having it processed
and then you will have the negatives and a disc for
your computer. He is currently checking our various
local places to see which one does the best work.

He recommended Dale.com of Hollywood, Florida for
the highest on line resolution so far.

Treats were provided by Missy.

Respectfully submitted by,
Grace E. Anderson Schrunk
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A photograph is a secret about a secret.
The more it tells you the less you know.
— Diane Arbus
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Digital Forensics:

Fake or real photo?
by Walt Fluegel

Early photos of California redwood trees were not
believed by people back east because photo fakery
was well known at that time. In my late teens, | was
impressed when | saw photos of huge cabbages
grown in Alaska’s Matanuska Valley. Could Alaska
soil and long summer daylight do that? Were these
photos fakes? Did a skillful person in the darkroom
exaggerate size? When | did go to Alaska and grew
a nine pound cauliflower in my mother’s garden |
was convinced it was a whopper. But alas, in the
competition at the Harvest Fair, my cauliflower lost
out to a 13 pounder. If | had a photo of this event,
would people believe the photo?

Should we believe what we see in a photo, or should
we have a skeptical eye? Many people want to
believe what they see and there are many photos
meant to deceive or to influence. Darkroom photo or
digital manipulations are common. So common that
anyone with a Photoshop-type program can fool
around for fun or artistic ends or malevolent intent.
For example; putting a different head on a different
body; standing people next to one another who
never met in person; or someone sighted in the
“wrong place”; or people missing who were in a
group shot etc. etc.

When | began to understand and use layers in
Elements 3, | selected and copied “Smiley”. |
pasted his layer on to a scene with a few wild flowers
and rocks in the background. The flower sun shadow
came from the upper right, and Smiley’s shadow

came from the upper left. | flipped Smiley’s layer so
now his shadow was from the same direction. But

wait! Something was still wrong.

Both sun shadows were now from the upper right,
but the angle was not correct between the two
images. The flower sun angle was slightly lower
compared to Smiley’s shadow. It was as if Smiley’s
photo was taken at high noon and the flower and
rocks were taken around 2:00 pm or even a month
later when the sun was lower at noon. This
experience is not new to lots of folks who manipulate
for fun. But the “bad guys” who manipulate for
mischievous reasons, beware!

A new science called Digital Forensics can detect,
with the proper software, if photos are altered in any
form. A detail as small as the catch light in the eye is

(continued on page 4)



(continued from page 3)

one dead give away when experts look for fakery.
The FBI, the courts, other agencies, publication
centers and mass media are well aware of this
software.

“Digital Forensics: How Experts Uncover Doctored
Images” appears in the June 2008 issue of Scientific
American. It goes into great detail about what a
skilled observer with the computer can do to detect
alterations to photos. You may also want to google
“digital forensics” and by all means check out the
name Hany Farid, the godfather of this science.

There are a lot of journalistic, legal, political, ethical,
and historical reasons to understand why it is
important to know whether a photo is a fake or real.
If you want to know for yourself look for shadow
differences, focusing differences, size relationships,
color or tonal oddities, granularity and other things.
Have a skeptical eye especially if you know the
photo is meant to influence you. One has to be
cautious during politically turbulent times and what
comes to us from elsewhere in the world. Some

people have their own motives when presenting us
with an image, fake or real.

The line between photo fakery, fun, and artistic
endeavors is getting more legalistic, and ethically
defined in this digital age. As such, the computer
allows more of us to explore our own creative
potential. In my case, it’s for fun.

So | end by saying .. Have fun, Walt.
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News from Hawaii

By George Jensen
(Our long-standing member with the longest commute — he stays
active in the club via e-mail and digital imaging.)

The summer so far has been beautiful — lots of
sunny days and very few rainy ones. | have been
doing some planting around the house — couple of
coffee trees out back and several red bougainvilleas
around the front of the house. Eventually | will get
around to putting in a lawn in the front but | am in no
hurry to have to start mowing grass.

One of the feral cats that have taken up residence
has had her kittens. She chose a hollow place in my
lumber pile that is under a tarp as her safe place for
the kittens. | have made sure she is not disturbed.

She sure is packing away the food though. She eats
over twice what the other cats eat each day.

Big news here is our little league team, which is
playing as | write this, is playing for the world
championship. If they win, this will be the second
year in a row that they are world champions.

The volcano has been playing coy these last few
days. It will be flowing into the ocean at its normal
rate of about 10,000 dump trucks a day and then
shut down for a few hours. This has been going on
and off repeatedly. It makes my job at the park very
difficult. | hate to send visitors all the way down to
the coast only to find out there is nothing to see. We
are very shorthanded at the park so | will be working
seven days a week for the first two weeks of
September until we get some new staff trained and
up to speed. | have included a photo (on left) of the
volcana’s antics for you to view.

| will sure be glad when the elections are over and
we can go through a day without hearing how bad
everybody is that is running for office. | am really
tired of the negative ads you constantly hear. |
suspect that St Paul will be a good place to avoid
during the Republican convention.

Everybody have fun while the summer lasts.
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The camera is an instrument that teaches
people how to see without a camera.
— Dorthea Lange
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What's Happening Around Here
by Grace E. Anderson Schrunk

When the TV camera panned the stands during the
Olympics in Beijing, | was surprised to see all the
people with cameras and long lenses to capture the
moment of glory, be it in swimming or gymnastics. It
wasn't just a few people — it appeared to be
hundreds of them. Then | had to wonder if all the
photographers were sent there by the newspaper or
magazine editors to capture the event and if the
employer also paid their airfare, rooms and
admission fees. It also crossed my mind, wondering
if all the photographers were necessary and why
they were all capturing the very same scene, which
could have been obtained through the AP
(Associated Press) or some other newspaper
agency.

For some reason, | get up early whether | go to work
or not. Anyway, | was up by 5am on Sunday, August
17th. | never put on TV when | get up that early, but
| turned on Channel 5 to see what was going on.
There was a story about Glen Sonmore, a former
hockey player and coach and now an announcer for
hockey for the U of M. He lost any eye during a
hockey game in his early twenties. While he was still
in the hospital recovering from the mishap, he was
offered a coaching job at the University of Minnesota

Then "Out and About" came on and what got my
attention was the story of a Mr. Barnes, now living in
Willmar, who was a president of the World
Association of Photographers (I guess | didn't know
there was such an organization). Barnes was a top
notch photographer for many years, but decided 15
years ago to do something different with his life. His
next venture was to create many items using
chocolate. That had to be around the same time that
the digital revolution was starting to roll. I'm
guessing he decided it was easier to work with
chocolate than to relearn his photography skills and
to adapt to all the programs associated with the
digital camera and the computer. | understand
completely.

One of his creations is a tulip shaped chocolate
candy, fashioned into a bouquet, complete with
plastic green leaves. It looked very nice and edible
also, not the leaves of course.

| belong to the volunteer Fire Corps for the Blaine,
Spring Lake Park and Mounds View Fire

Department. | first attended a Citizen Academy Iﬁ

last October for eight weeks. The Fire Corps got my
name from that group. 1 like the people | am with,
but | don't necessarily like the work associated with
it, unless it is being the photographer.

| went to the Mounds View Festival on Sunday, to
take pictures of the young kids learning about the
dangers of fire. They had a camera there. | got
there late and no one had taken any pictures yet. |
looked at their camera and decided to use my own,
which | always carry with me. | can't believe the
number of times | have gone to different things and
no one has a camera. Bringing a camera is almost
my first thought before attending an event.

| read in a photography magazine, a writer stated, "I
would rather have one big picture than a lot of little
ones to look at." | happened to be at Office Max (in
the strip mall east of Cub at Northtown) and they had
a sign up for posters, 18 by 24, for $5.99 which
usually sell for $25. | took in my memory stick and
their machine printed out some very nice photos.
The sale was only on for one week.

We can chalk up another summer. | hope everyone
got done what they wanted to or visited something
they hadn't seen before, or learned something

new that they can use in the future, be it in
photography or anything else that comes our way.
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What is Contemporary/Creative
Photography?

N4C has added a new category for digitial
submissions for monthly competitions. A definition
(from their website) follows:

Contemporary/Creative photography is an
opportunity for those who dare to explore the
experimental and creative forms of photographic
expression. These will include, but not be limited to
derived images, ultra-high contrast, black light, bas-
relief, solarization, multi-images, trick lenses and
filters, and other ways to alter the image to produce
a new abstract effect. Just about anything goes.
The important thing is the result, not the means to
create it. This area of photography bridges between
photographic realism and creative art. It is very
difficult to judge and there are literally no rules to
follow. Generally concentration on form and color
rather than detail in the image will help you succeed.
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Downloading Digital Images
to the Computer

Recently, on of our members was having trouble
downloading pictures to the computer. The ‘scanner
camera wizard’ said there were no pictures in the
camera— which was not true. The wizard was able
to read jpegs but not raw files. Previously she was
able to download raw files and could not figure out
what happened. The manual and exploring settings
were of no help.

The problem was e-mailed to Club members asking
to help. The question was sent the question to Jeff
Morgan who replied:

Just give up! Sorry but that is not the best
way to do it anyway, please do not connect
your camera to the computer unless
absolutely necessary.

Just get yourself (or your computer) an
inexpensive (Sandisk) card reader for the
type of cards your camera uses. Simply pop
the card from your camera [into the reader],
plug it into the computer and transfer your
images. When you plug the memory card
back into the camera do a ‘format’ on it and
you are done.
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The Fall of Wall Arch

Gravity and erosion claimed one of Arches National
Park’s much photographed arches in early August.
The collapse of Wall Arch, which was along the
Devils Garden trail, caused a temporary closing of
the trail until the debris was cleared. Wall Arch once
spanned 71 feet and was over 33 feet tall; it was
twelfth in size among the estimated 2,000 arches in
the park. The arch are found and named in 1948.

An official from the National Park Service said the
same forces that took Wall Arch will eventually claim
other arches in the park. The last major arch to
collapse was Landscape Arch which fell in 1991.

We sometimes think these national treasures will
always be there — but time takes it toll. The
landscape is always changing — we lose some

landmarks and others are created by nature’s forces.

Just a reminder to get out there and capture these
unique features while we can.
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MCP closes

The Minnesota Center for Photography closed its
doors and discontinued business operations at the
close of business on July 31st. They were founded
18 years ago and moved to their Northeast site four
years ago. They were a good venue for exhibiting
work, providing classes, and critique sessions. Their
website included the following from the MCP Staff
and Board:

“Over the past six months we have unsuccessfully
attempted to adjust our budget and, with your help,
raise additional funds to pay down debt and fund
continuing operations.

The Board made this decision [to close] with
reluctance and after attempting whatever we could
do to permit the survival of MCP.

On behalf of the many stakeholders in Minnesota
Center for Photography, we thank you for your
continuing interest and support of MCP's mission
over the years.”

The website also stated that they are currently
attempting to contact those who are directly affected
by this closing, and to tie up many loose ends.

Sorry to see them go — they were a good resource.
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Wall Arch:

Before

After

(NPS photos)




