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North Metro Photo News — newsletter of North Metro Photo Club

Message from Max

A big thanks to Jerry and Fran and Lance for
recording the April meeting and sending it to us!! It
was so great to see so many of you again and to feel
the normal flow of life coursing on! Walt and | moved
to Grantsburg ten years ago and we’ve hardly
missed a meeting all thattime. A huge part of our
desire to participate has been the friendship,
camaraderie and caring shown by all. It is really one
of the club’s biggest assets.

| am doing well. Pretty much healed up from my
surgery almost six weeks ago. | am going through a
big battery of tests this week, see the cancer doctor
on Thursday and hopefully will begin treatment by
nextweek. | will have two chemotherapy drugs
poured into me every two weeks for four months and

then maybe ten more months of a relatively new anti-

protein treatment which is proving very effective for
my condition. So, it will be a long road back, but |
am hopeful and positive that they will do the best for
me. | will definitely lose my hair for a while, but that
is a small price to pay.

Thanks to everyone for the
beautiful bouquet you sent.
Of course, | had Walt make
a modified image of it which
I will include. He is my best
pal! We are hoping to come
to the Cities for the May
banquet. Just depends upon
how I'm feeling. So, root for
me and | hope to see you
all soon! Max
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May 2008

Banquet and Year-End Awards
Early start at 6:30 pm

The May meeting is always a treat with good food
and a summary of the Club year.

The Banquet is pot luck. Atthe April meeting
Missy had a sign-up sheet for food and beverage.
If you missed it and want to bring something, call
her to see what is needed.

The Year-End Awards will include a slide show
of all the accepted images for the 2007-2008 Club
year — and awards given for the top point getters
as well as awards for the ‘best of the best’ Images
of the Year as judged by Gary Eckhardt. A
couple of Dixieland musicians will play during the
awards.

This is always a fun and entertaining evening —
hope you can make it.
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CALENDAR

May 15
6:30 pm at St. Philips
Year end Banquet and Awards.

May 15
Submit images to Duane for N4C. May is last
competition until September.

May 29
Fifth Thursday — no meeting.

Aug 21
Next regular meeting — 7:00 pm at St. Philips
Category: Prints — Open (color and monochrome)

Competitions & Contests
See www.cameracouncil.org for more information

Jul 1 Deadline for submitting images for the Crex
Meadows Nature Photography weekend. See

www.crexmeadows.org for more information.

Upcoming Events

Thru May 7
The Birth of Coffee Photo Exhibition at Como’s
Visitor Center. An international photographic
exhibition extending an individual's personal
coffee experiences, providing them with an
understanding of the many people, places and
processes involved in bringing coffee to the table.

May 10-29
Minnesota Professional Photographers
Association exhibit “The Loan Collection” at
Savage Art Studios and Gallery, Savage, MN.

Jul 9 (Wednesday)
Como Conservatory Artist and Camera Event
from 6:30-9:00pm. Tripods allowed. Cost:
$5.00 per person.

Aug 31 — Sep 6
PSA International Conference, Portland, Oregon.
See page 6 for more information.

Sept 25 - 28
N4C Annual Convention, held at the Airport Hilton
in Bloomington, MN. Hosted by the Minnesota
Valley Photo Club. See page 6 for more
information

Deadline date for next newsletter:
May 26
(There will be no newsletter in July —the August issue
will come out in late July to remind you to submit your
August images by the 5th.)
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Winter images — Florida Judged

In March, Jerry had an opportunity to send ‘winter’
i.e., snow images to a group of kindergarteners in
Florida so they can see what winter looks like in
Minnesota. Members submitted thirty images for
the kids to look at.

FYI the big show in Florida is in the history

books. The teacher who is from Minnesota said
the kids all looked at her like she was drinking
something when she tried to explain about ice
fishing. They just didn't want to buy what she was
selling... They thought all the images were good,
but the kids voted and ‘Winter Beauty’ won 1st
place and ‘Winter Sidewalk’ came in second.

Both images were submitted by Marion Beach.

Winter Beauty
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Tips and Tidbits —
Or, A Question?

Do you sometimes find an interesting way to do
something to ‘fix’ an image — or, as you work on an
image get frustrated in figuring out how to do some-
thing? As evidenced above, submit your Tip, Tidbit, or
Question to the editor and someone in the Club will
likely be able to use your tip or answer your question.




April Minutes

The April meeting of North Metro Photo Club was
held on the 17th at 7PM with approximately 50 or
more members and nine visitors present. The
meeting was called to order by Jerry Warzeha at
Saint Philips Lutheran Church in Fridley.

The visitors were each asked how they heard about
our photo club. One was a St. Phillips church
member, two were a son and daughter of a current
member, a former member and the others from the
article that was published in the Minneapolis paper a
couple of months ago. A new member from

Mora was also present.

A banquet sign up sheet was passed around for the
annual awards and pot luck which will start at
6:30PM on May 15th. Jerry Warzeha has a
wonderful evening arranged, plan on coming to be
entertained and see who garners the most awards
for their hard work during the past year.

Terry George, the head of the nominating committee,
announced the new slate of officers for the coming
year, commencing in August.

President Jean McDonough
Vice President Duane Wraalstad
Secretary Grace Schrunk
Treasurer Fran Warzeha

Projected Images
Print Competition

Becky Janssen
Kathy Wall

TCACC Jean McDonough
N4C—Digital Duane Wraalstad
N4C Coordinator  Grace Schrunk
Newsletter Carol Madison
Refreshments Missy Mehner
Webmaster Jay Karai

Terry also thanked the officers who served this
past year. We all need to do something to make our
club successful.

Marian Beach's two photos of winter were selected
by kindergarten children, from a school in Florida, as
the best of a number of photos sent to them to
"ludge" and enjoy. Thanks to Jerry Warzeha for
taking on this task along with everything else he
does for the club.

Respectfully
Submitted,
Grace E. Anderson Schrunk
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Was the Outlaw Billy the Kid Left

Handed?
by Walt Fluegel

You can respond to the question by asking, “Who
Cares?”, or you might say, “What has this to do with
photography?”

Before | answer the questions, you have to visualize
yourself looking into a mirror. Put one hand to your
face as if to wipe a food particle from your lip. Now
imagine the mirror is a tintype camera which sees
what you see. That is, you see your mirror image
and so does the camera. What if the photo from this
camera were given to a stranger who knew nothing
about how the photo was made. If you used your
right hand he would say you used your left hand.
When we see a modern photo, we automatically
switch over and see a “real” person, not his mirror
image!

I'll ask you one more question. What was the photo
technology during Billy the Kid's day (1859-1881)?
During the Civil War and later into the early 1900s,
tintypes were very popular and affordable. People
did not realize until later that the tintype was a mirror
image. There were no negatives. The image was
one of akind, except when cameras with four or a
dozen lenses were used to capture multiple
likenesses of a person. When you look into a mirror
you are familiar with your own mirror image and a
tintype photo of oneself looks natural. To someone
else, the image looks different.

The tintype name was probably derived from using
tin snips to cut the processed photos apart from one
another or because tin implied a cheaper form of
photography compared to a photo on glass
(ambrotype). The small image was on a thin sheet
of japanned iron (collodion coated) to make it
durable for mailing or placing in broaches or inserting
into albums.

Now to answer the “Who cares?” question —
Historians, writers, and movie makers find old photos
of people. Some may not take into account how the
photo was made at the time a “left-handed” outlaw
stood in front of the camera with gun in hand.

* k k k k k%

Any activity becomes creative when the doer
cares about doing it right, or doing it better.
— John Updike
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News from Hawaii

By George Jensen
(Our long-standing member with the longest commute — he stays
active in the club via e-mail and digital imaging.)

It seems that every time | plan a photo trip with Vijay
something happens to screw it up. The last time
there was a severe storm over Phoenix that
grounded all flights for several hours. The plane |
was supposed to take from Minneapolis to Las
Vegas to meet Vijay was to come from Phoenix so |
was several hours late but at least | got there. This
time | was booked on ATA and in the week before |
was to leave, Aloha and ATA both suddenly went out
of business. Those two airlines accounted for 15%
of all the air seats to and from Hawaii with ATA flying
more people to and from Hawaii than any other
airline. As a result, over 11,000 people were left
stranded in Hawaii. Hawaiian air immediately
brought in all the spare planes they had and offered
seats at cost for those stranded. The other airlines
responded by raising the prices on the few remaining
seats they had open. The Hawaii Visitors Bureau
chartered planes wherever they could and spent
$500,000 subsidizing the cost. It took almost a week
to get the stranded people off the islands. For
people like me who were low priority it was sorry
Charlie, you no go. Vijay says it is just his bad luck
rubbing off on me. I'm beginning to wonder.

The volcano has kept people hopping over here. So
far, there has been a total of 3 explosions at the
vent, each one enlarging the vent until now it is
about 130 feet across. The park has been closed
twice this last month due to high levels of SO2. The
surrounding communities have had a recommended
evacuation order also. It hasn't affected where | live
too much so far but the Vog got so thick in Hilo one
day that visibility was about three blocks. On days
like that | stay home. The Vog blew all the way to
Honolulu and severely reduced visibility there. The
TV news people whined about it for days. When the
trade winds come back, all the nasty air is blown out
to sea and it becomes nice again.

While watching the evening news on April 13, the
weather guy showed a comparison between surfing
in Hawaii and in Minnesota. He had a nice picture of
a surfer in Hawaii and a picture of a guy in a black
wet suit in Lake Superior. They like to send little
barbs about Minnesota every now and then for a
laugh.

The Hilo club is busy picking out images for our 2009
calendar. So far, four of mine are still in the
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running. The final cut will be made towards the end
of May.

That's the news from paradise.
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What's Happening Around Here
by Grace E. Anderson Schrunk

The last weekend of March was the annual TCACC
Spring Break held at the Mounds View High School,
a little tricky to find, but well worth the effort.

Several camera club members put in many hours to
make this annual affair a resounding success. 300
people attended the two-day program. It was worth
the entry fee just to see Jim Brandenberg, and his
wonderful presentation on Sunday. He said, "I make
most of my money on the presentations | do around
the country, not on my photography.” | thought that
statement was food for thought to the rest of the
folks who are slaving away over a picture to get it
just right and then, what do they do with it.

The last weekend of April is the N4C weekend at
Springbrook, just south of Jefferson, in central lowa.
It is always nice to visit with these friendly, helpful
camera club members in a relaxed setting at a
campground which was part of a CCC project during
the great depression.

| have been doing something interesting for the last
eight weeks. | joined a group called OLLI, which is
part of the University of Minnesota. A fee is charged
for a year and you can pick from a selection of many
classes to attend during the year.

| chose ‘Great Plains History' and ‘Flicks on Friday’
for the spring session. Both classes are geared to
the early settlers, our grandparents and great
grandparents who struggled to survive, and yet, had
so much hope and were so happy to be here. The
leader of the ‘Flicks on Friday’ gives us an insight to
each movie as to how it came about, when it was
filmed and by whom and what the movie cost to
produce. So far, they have all been very good.

I can hardly wait for Monday and Friday to roll

around so | can learn something | either didn't know
or learned when | was young and have since forgot.
Audrey Sevald, a member of Women's Color, is also
a member of OLLI which neither of us knew until we

met at the door of Temple Israel, where the classes
are held.

(continued on page 5)



(continued from page 4)

Sometimes it takes me, what seems like forever, to
get something done. My son, Brad, gave me a
cement eagle when he was 18 years old. They
heavy piece of gray concrete has been sitting in my
garden for over 30 years. Every spring, | would look
at it and think, | should paint it a color, but | could
never come up with a color that | felt would give the
foot and a half high eagle, the look it deserved.

Finally, last week, an idea came to me. | spotted a
can of gold spray paint (on sale of course) at a
salvage-type store in Fridley. The eagle looks
gorgeous. | wish I had thought of it sooner. The
cement angel, | have on my deck also got the same
paint job. | may have to go buy another can of
paint. I'm having so much fun transforming the
mundane looking into works of beauty.

Spring is finally here, my daffodils are about to
bloom, can lawn mowing be far behind?
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You can always tell a real friend: When you
have made a fool of yourself he doesn't feel
you've done a permanent job.

— Laurence J. Peter.
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NMPC N4C Competition Results:

(Complete list included in monthly bulletin and winners

posted at www.NAC.us)
Nature
January
Merit  Wood Duck — Duane Wraalstad
February

Merit  Sand Hill Cranes Flying — Jay Karai
Merit  Dragon Flag — Duane Wraalstad

March

1% Swans Landing — Duane Wraalstad

April

1% Duane Wraalstad — Lake Superior Shoreline

Merit  Carol Madison — Showy Lady Slipper

Pictorial

January

Merit  Log and Chain — Carol Madison

Merit  Antelope Canyon — George Jensen

Merit  Cottage from Yesteryear — Jay Karai

Merit  Lotus — Vijay Karai

Merit  Flowering Crabs — Duane Wraalstad

February

1st Morning Fog on Basswood Lake — Duane
Wraalstad

Merit  Arch at Valley of Fire — George Jensen

March

2nd

April

Merit  Sue Dilcher — Old Woman

Merit  Jay Karai — Strength of steel
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Northern Hawk Owl — Duane Wraalstad

2008 PSA
70" Annual
International
Conference

August 31 — September 6
Portland Marriott Downtown
Waterfront Hotel
Portland, Oregon

The Photographic Society of America offers an
exciting lineup of programs and presenters, photo
tours, workshops, and classes. Tours and
technical classes (Photoshop, Adobe, and Pro
Show Gold) run Sunday through Tuesday.
Wednesday through Saturday includes 50 photo
shows and presentations that run all day and into
the evenings.

See: www.psa-photo.org for more information.
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2008

N4C Annual 2(0018]

Convention )
convention

September 25 - 28
Airport Hilton
Bloomington, Minnesota

The event starts Thursday with a tour and tasting at
the Flat Earth Brewing Company and some superb
night photography. Friday includes a daytime field
trip to photograph the Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum followed by an evening banquet where
you will have the opportunity to view the best of
N4C. Saturday includes an array of interesting
programs and seminars on a wide variety of topics
with an evening banquet and year-end awards.

See: www.minnesotavalleyphotoclub.org and click
on N4C 2008 for more information.
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